DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

as the affection and respect for dearest Mamma's memory
in the country is quite wonderful and most touching, , , .
Dear good Alice was full of intense tenderness, affection
and distress for me."

It did her good, she wrote, to abandon herself to
her grief, interruptions to her indulgence of it were
bad for her. It was only right that she should be
without the " power of real enjoyment in anything."
Her doctors agreed that she must not attempt to
make any effort, " Long conversation, loud talking,
the talking of many people together I can't bear yet;
it must come very gradually." Even the birthday of
her youngest daughter three weeks later was most
upsetting, because her grandmamma idolized her,
and the presence of Louis was equally agitating : it
made her " long and pine " for her mother because
she would have been so happy and proud.* This
fond embrace of sorrow foreshadowed the effect which
the approaching tragedy of the Queen's life would
have on her.

The Prince of Wales was sent to the Curragh Camp
in Kildare to occupy his long vacation, and in August
the Queen with her husband and her three elder
children made one of her rare visits to Ireland, so
that the Prince Consort could see if he was perform-
ing his military duties with proper ardour* He was
not pleased with the tone of the young officers : they
were not keen enough on their profession, and sport
rather than military tactics furnished the conversation

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, I, in, pp. $56, 557.
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